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Ir, -ILLT.. ..2TvEN of Childrens Hospital, jelbourne, in tho state of 
victoria, ;cdicul rractitioner fori.crly VX31470 Captain 7. JIT, of 
8th pivision JIT attached 2/2lst pattulion ruke oath and say;- 


3 I beet & prisoner of the Jupancse ut BBOr ISLID in February 
1942. 


2 Th October 1942 the Japunese ordered tuct « draft of 15 officers 
and 248 wen was to be imdo up from tle .ustralians at .wpoy for despatch 
tc an unlmown destinction w.d that this draft was to include all sick, 
weck debilitatcd and acd wen us the drift wus joing to a rest camp or 
hospital, The drift wus preparcd and shipped from .J BON with 250-360 
Dutch towards the end of Octcber 1942. It arrived ut HAINN on 5 Novenbor 
1942. 


36 The accomodation was very bad consistin, of coolic burrocks buil’ 
in ua very priuitive style minly from odd scraps of timber and iron. 4, 


platforu 12 feet wide ran ti.c full len th cf the hut on each side with a 


6 foot pussajewuy betwecn the two platforie which were raised up 2 fect 


' from the (round the spuce undcerncath being open on oll sides. There wos 


ne ccvering over the bare curth. The son slept on sleepin, wats on theso 
pletforiss und until the end of 1942 sick und fit men had to exist in tho 
same hut. They hud 17 to 18 squure feet cach and were eonsequerntly 

vory overcrowded. Jfter pecember 1942 other barracks of the sue type 
were provided us a hospitul and this relieved the con;xstion. The roofs 
of the huts leaked badly und the walls allowed the wind and tho rain to 


cuter but no rateriuls were ever provided for repairs. The whole placc 
| was infested with bed buys, cockroaches, rats, mice, vodylice, fleas, 
| flics und ants und these veridn which cx in cycles durin, the your 


coulc not be controlled under existing conditions. 


| he santiary facilities, Greina.e and hy _icne arran.cnents wore 


Gither entirely absent or very primitive throughout the camp and 
surroundin,, district. 11 cam drainage ran into a low lying puteh of 
cround outside the camp and staynated untreutcd within 100 yards of the 
kitchon. No precautions wore cver taken by the Jupunese wuinst fly- 
brecding.e The whole district siuply svericd with flies und the men worked 
ané ute in filthy surroundings. Tuc city was situcted 4 idle frona 
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lar_¢ swap used partly as a puddy ficld ond into this ran the druing;o 
fro: coolie barracks. This area was on icoal broodin, ground for 
mesquitces which wore very corn ond which accounted partly for tho 

| iach incidence of mularia,. 


| 5. Foo. consisted ruinly of rice cné at the cormoncenent of 

our incurceration ot 'Du.N was sufficient in bulk, other fcodstuffs 

| wore inadequate in quantity ond quality, vyouetublcs were vory scurce. 
“© received ucat and fish rercly and vhen these were delivered they 

i arrived in a shocking condition. I the hect of sumer supplies cf 

j rottcu fish or reat for three duys forwerd were deliverce with nothiis; 

| to kcep it. Later quantity of rice foll to 300 Lruns, to 200 crams por 

(ihn por dvy. On one day only 167 rues of ricc per Gn vore rcecived ond 

| u0 other food. This statoof affairs. ¢omtémed unt4l 10 pay 1945 wher. 
the rations slowly improved, There was 1.0 reason for food shortuce as 
there wos ~lways a plentiful supply of live bests in the crea of H.DUN 

in which re wore, 


6. “¢ had brouht 13 mttresecs,4 pallicscs and 20 pillows with us 
frou AVBON, No issucs worc unde und with those wo hud to carry on a 
hospital with on averuce cf 60-80 paticits. 11 othor urticles of 
hospital cquipixent hud to be iprovised as nonce were issucd. cn the 
contrary frei tire to tin the Japs raided the hospital and removed 
(quipiente In this wey oftcr the ond of the first year microsccpo ras 
is the Japs. 


17. Between Novenber 1942 and Jujust 1945 there wore approximately 
| 2430 cduissions to hospitcl and 60 dcaths duc to Giseasc, The causes of 
;acath wore beri beri 20, dysontcry 14, starvation and relnutrition 16, 
Imalaria 2, othor discases 6, 


|8. Frei curly in Noverbeor 1942 the Japs corcnced scnd4i., nen out 
on workin, parties, The work was heavy ane the non wore brutclly 
treated, If thcro wore not sufficiout fit mon available tho Jcpe 
insisted cn sick nen being sont out fron hespital to work, The work 
perties consisted partly of ataxic and océerutous wen scurcely able to 
stcucer to work at whieh thoy worc kicked and flogged. Tech nicht 

say several cases being carricd or helped hom, The Japancse officers 
kicw of this stete of affuirs but thoso thct visitoc the hospital found 
the plight of the sick mon a subject of wmscient, jven when the sick 
were not requircd on work partics the convalesecnt and li-ht sick wero 
token for specicl jobs cu which they rcore flog od unc kicked in the sax 
panier. 


9. Oh one occasion Captain parsiri, the Quertcriuastor and I handed 
in at the Guard House a written complaint as to reduction of food. This 
lus udérosscd to arcu Comundant. The Camp Comuandant brouht us out, 
belted us with his fists and shoved the corplaint com Coptain }ISKIN's 
shirt. 
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Muy requests wore iude to the Japunceo Modicul officer to visit 
the cay tc supply drugs and inprove the diet. flo incre.sing sick rato 
and uuuber of deaths were pointed out to hin, Deaths were sliown on 

| Goath certificates as being duc to starvation, His only reply was thot 
| if wo continued to show death on certificates as duc to starvation he 
would shew us what death from starvation reully reat, 


| 10. Tis affidavit only refcrs to ,ustralian prisoners of war is 
Dutel. wore uucer their own soparate coumend und were hospitilized 
soparctecly, ! 

Svor:. ut MOLPOURIE in the state 

of victcric tlis the 27th day of ) (Si,ned) WV, .ITKEN, 

Septe:ber 1946, 


Befcre re, 


(Signed) ? 
Je’. 
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